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Big Boss Man Socks  

       
designed by Rebecca Mercier 

 
Stats 
Finished size : Men’s size 11 
Construction :  toe up with short row heel 
Yarn: 150 grams sock weight yarn  
Yarn used in this pattern: 2 – 50 gr. (220 yds. per skein) skeins Meilenweit sock yarn Main Color (Dark 
Gray; Colorway 1105) & 1 – 50 gr. skein Meilenweit sock yarn Contrast Color (Med. Gray; Colorway 
1103) **You can have fun with your leftover sock yarn & choose multiple colors for heels and/or toes!** 
Needles : Two - size 2 (2.75mm) 24” circular needles (or socknitting method of choice). Adjust needle size 
if necessary to obtain gauge. 
Gauge:  7.5 sts/ 12 rounds per inch in St. st. 
Notions:  cable needle, darning needle 
 
With Contrast Color of yarn – 
Using figure 8 (or closed cast on of choice) cast o n 24 sts.  
Set up round : knit 1 round and distribute sts evenly onto 2 circs. 
Round 1:  Needle 1 (sole of sock): k1, RLI, k to last st, LLI, k1; Needle 2 (instep): k1, RLI, k to last st, LLI, 
k1 
Round 2:  knit all sts 
Repeat these 2 rounds until there are 72 sts, begin pattern on instep; Stockinette stitch on sole.  
Knit 2 rounds & change to Main Color . 
 
Instep & Front of Sock Directions: 
Set Up: knit rounds 1-12 of chart once 
Knit and continue to repeat rounds 13-24   
Sole of foot:  knit 
 
Knit foot for 9 ½ inches or 1 ½ inches shorter than  desired length. ** (Note the # of the round on 
which you end the foot, you will pick up on the following round when you finish the heel and begin knitting 
the leg.) 
 
**Note** Charts are provided @ the end of the pattern for knitters who prefer to use charts �  
 
Stitch Pattern for instep and front of sock leg:  
Set up rounds are #1-12 are to be knit once 
Round 1:  p2, k4, p2, k9, p2, k9, p2, k4, p2 
Round 2:  p2, k4, p2, k20, p2, k4, p2 
Round 3:  p2, cb4, p2, k8, p4, k8, p2, cf4, p2 
Round 4:  p2, k4, p2, k20, p2, k4, p2 
Round 5:  p2, k4, p2, k7, p2, k2, p2, k7, p2, k4, p2 
Round 6:  p2, k4, p2, k20, p2, k4, p2 
Round 7:  p2, cb4, p2, k6, p2, k4, p2, k6, p2, cf4, p2 
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Round 8:  p2, k4, p2, k20, p2, k4, p2 
Round 9:  p2, k4, p2, k5, p2, k6, p2, k5, p2, k4, p2 
Round 10:  p2, k4, p2, k20, p2, k4, p2 
Round 11:  p2, cb4, p2, k4, p2, k8, p2, k4, p2, cf4, p2 
Round 12:  p2, k4, p2, k20, p2, k4, p2  
**Pattern repeat: rounds 13-24 throughout sock, when you have almost reached the desired leg length finish with 
rounds 25- 29 before ribbing.**  The rounds in ( ) coincide with the rounds of the back of leg pattern/Chart Two  
Round 13 (1):  p2, k4, p2, k3, p2, k4, p2, k4, p2, k3, p2, k4, p2 
Round 14 (2):  p2, k4, p2, k20, p2, k4, p2 
Round 15 (3):  p2, cb4, p2, k2, p2, k4, p4, k4, p2, k2, p2, cf4, p2 
Round 16 (4):  p2, k4, p2, k20, p2, k4, p2 
Round 17 (5):  p2, k4, p2, k1, p2, k4, p2, k2, p2, k4, p2, k1, p2, k4, p2 
Round 18 (6):  p2, k4, p2, k20, p2, k4, p2 
Round 19 (7) : p2, cb4, p2, k6, p2, k4, p2, k6, p2, cf4, p2 
Round 20 (8):  p2, k4, p2, k20, p2, k4, p2 
Round 21(9) : p2, k4, p2, k5, p2, k6, p2, k5, p2, k4, p2 
Round 22 (10):  p2, k4, p2, k20, p2, k4, p2 
Round 23 (11):  p2, cb4, p2, k4, p2, k8, p2, k4, p2, cf4, p2 
Round 24 (12):  p2, k4, p2, k20, p2, k4, p2 
**Finish rounds 25-29** 
Round 25:  p2, k4, p2, k3, p2, k10, p2, k3, p2, k4, p2 
Round 26:  p2, k4, p2, k20, p2, k4, p2 
Round 27:  p2, cb4, p2, k2, p2, k12, p2, k2, p2, cf4, p2 
Round 28:  p2, k4, p2, k20, p2, k4, p2 
Round 29:  p2, k4, p2, k1, p2, k14, p2, k1, p2, k4, p2 

 
Continue in pattern for 9 ½ inches or 1 ½ inches shorter than desired length of sock. **Make note of your 
last round, you will continue with the next round after the heel is completed.** 
 
Short Row Heel: 
36 instep sts are not worked, and can rest on their circular needle.  
*If you are changing color for the heel, knit across the sole of the foot & drop the Main Color yarn (the 
yarn will be in the correct position to begin knitting in the round after the heel is complete). Slide the 
needle back into place to begin knitting across the heel again. Using the Contrast Color, attach the yarn 
@ the beginning of the sole and begin the heel. (If you choose not to change colors, simply knit across 
the sole of the sock and begin the heel.) 
Work the 36 heel sts. as follows, knitting back and forth on the sole/heel circular needle: 
Part One– decreasing heel sts.: 
Row 1:  knit to last st., w&t 
Row 2:  purl to last st., w&t 
Row 3:  knit to last st. before wrapped st., w&t 
Row 4:  purl to last st. before wrapped st., w&t 
Continue in this fashion until there are 12 live sts. & 12 wrapped sts. on each side of the live sts. 
Part Two – increasing heel sts.:  
Row 1:  knit across 12 live sts to the 1st wrapped st., pick up the wrap with the st. & knit them together, 
w&t (this st. will now have 2 wraps). 
Row 2:  purl across to 1st wrapped st., pick up the wrap with the st. & purl them together; w&t (this st. will 
now have 2 wraps, as will all wrapped sts from here on). 
Row 3:  knit across to wrapped st., pick up both wraps with the st.; knit all 3 together, w&t. 
Row 4:  purl across to wrapped st, pick up both wraps with the st.; purl all 3 together, w&t. 
Continue in this fashion until you have consumed all of the sts except the wraps on each end (only 2 
wrapped sts left, one on each end). Knit across to the last st.(*remember, this is a double wrapped st.), 
pick up both wraps with the stitch; knit all 3 together, DO NOT turn,  rather begin knitting in the round, (if 
you have changed colors for the heel, drop the Contrast Color and pick up the Main Color yarn now. The 
remainder of the sock leg is knit in the Main Color) knit next round of the instep pattern across instep 
needle. As you are continuing to knit in round (across the instep needle), and reach heel needle, the 1st 
stitch on this needle will be the last double wrapped stitch from the heel, pick up the wraps with this stitch 
knit all 3 together (this will have consumed all wrapped sts – picking up the double wrapped stitches on 
the ends of the heel in this manner will prevent a hole � ), continue with the leg, beginning with the next 
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round on the Instep/Front of Leg chart/pattern, knit the consecutive numbered round on the “Back of Leg” 
chart/pattern as that of the “Front of Leg-Instep” chart or the written pattern – written & graph directions 
supplied - knitter’s choice �  
 
Leg:   
Continue with Instep Pattern (Chart One) on the front of the leg.  
Begin using the Back of Leg Pattern (Chart Two) on the back of the leg, starting with the same round you 
are working on the Instep Pattern - Chart One (Chart One/Instep Pattern repeats are numbered on the side of 
the repeat section to coincide with those of Back of Leg Pattern/Chart Two [i.e., #01-12 and #13-24 = #1-24 of Chart 
Two/back of leg). 
 
**NOTE**  when you are on the last repeat of Front of Leg/Chart One, finish with Rounds 25-29 (knit 
corresponding rounds [#1-5] of Back of Leg/Chart Two) and finish with ribbing. 
 
Back of Sock Leg Pattern: 
Round 1 (RS):  Back of sock – k11, p2, k10, p2, k11 
Round 2 (WS [wrong side]-even numbered rounds):  k11, p2, k10, p2, k11 
Round 3:  k11, p2, k4, cf6, p2, k11 
Rounds 5, 7:  k11, p2, k10, p2, k11 
Round 9:  k11, p2, cb6, k4, p2, k11 
Round 11, 13:  k11, p2, k10, p2, k11 
Round 15 : k11, p2, k4, cf6, p2, k11 
Rounds 17, 19:  k11, p2, k10, p2, k11 
Round 21: k11, p2, cb6, k4, p2, k11 
Rounds 23: k11, p2, k10, p2, k11 
Round 24:  k11, p2, k10, p2, k11 
 
Repeat for desired length. (**remember to complete leg with Instep-Front of Le g Pattern/Chart One using 
finishing rounds 25-29 & rounds 1-5 on Back of Leg Pattern/Chart Two – then continue with ribbing)** 
 
I knit these socks repeating Chart Two  5 times, which resulted in a 9 inch leg 
 
Ribbing:  
Rounds 1-12 : *k2, p2; repeat from * 
 
Bind off using sewn bind off.  Weave in ends. 
 

Chart One 
Instep/Front of Sock 

 
Knitter’ Symbols fonts used courtesy Knitter’s Magazine—Copyright © 1998 XRX, Inc 

 
*remember when knitting in the round each round is read from left to right* 
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Quick Chart Instructions 
Instep & Front of Sock  
Set Up: knit rounds 1-12 of Chart One once 
Knit and then repeat rounds 12-24  [1-12 in brackets] (as shown in the red rectangle) of Chart One 
Sole of foot:  knit 
Sock leg:  front of leg - Chart One; back of leg - Chart Two 
 [rounds 25-29 of Chart One & rounds 1-5 of Chart Two will be knit once on the last repeat on the leg prior to ribbing] 

 
Stitch Pattern for Back of Sock Leg 

Chart Two 

 
Knitter’ Symbols fonts used courtesy Knitter’s Magazine—Copyright © 1998 XRX, Inc 

 

                                   
 
Stitch Key 
LLI - Left Lifted Increase: knit 1 stitch, carefully insert needle into the 2nd loop below the stitch just knit & put this loop onto the left 
needle, knit it – 1 left leaning increase created – continue knitting as usual. 
RLI - Right Lifted Increase: insert right needle into the right leg of the stitch below the next stitch & put it on the left needle, knit it– 1 
right leaning increase created – continue knitting as usual 
W&T (wrap and turn):  
knit side - bring yarn forward between needles, slip st. from left hand needle to right hand needle; move yarn backward between 
needles, slip st. back to left hand needle & turn work 
purl side – move yarn backward between needles, slip st. from left hand needle to right hand needle, bring yarn forward between the 
needles, slip st. back to left hand needle & turn work 
CB4 - cable back 4: slip 2 sts onto a cable needle and hold the cable needle at the 
back of your work, knit the next 2 sts on the left needle; then knit the 2 sts from 
the cable needle. 
CF4 - cable front 4: slip 2 sts onto a cable needle and hold the cable needle at the 
front of your work, knit the next 2 sts on the left needle; then knit the 2 sts from the cable needle. 
CB6 - cable back 6: slip 3 sts onto a cable needle and hold the cable needle at the 
back of your work, knit the next 3 sts on the left needle; then knit the 3 sts from 
the cable needle. 
CF6 - cable front 6: slip 3 sts onto a cable needle and hold the cable needle at the 
front of your work, knit the next 3 sts on the left needle; then knit the 3 sts from the cable needle. 
 
         
 


